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MAQOLA HAQIDA

Kalit so‘zlar: Energiya Annotatsiya: Ushbu tadqgiqot Xitoyning “Bir makon bir yo‘l”
xavfsizligi, energetika tashabbusi kontekstida bozordagi ustun mavgeini va ishlab
diplomatiyasi, Qozog'iston, Xitoy. chigarish imkoniyatlarini saglab golgan holda xomashyodan
to‘sigsiz  foydalanishni  ta’minlash  uchun energiya
diplomatiyasini amalga oshirishini o‘rganadi. Energiya
xavfsizligi Xitoyning global ta'sirini saglab golishning eng
muhim  omillaridan  biriga aylanib  bormogda va
Qozog'istonning energiya resurslari va strategik joylashuvi
katta e'tiborni tortmogda. Maqolada Xitoyning energiya
xavfsizligi strategiyalari, xususan, Qozog‘iston bilan aloqalari
kontekstida logistika, milliy xavfsizlik, geosiyosat, jismoniy
xavfsizlik, bozorlar va bargarorlik nugtai nazaridan tahlil
gilinadi. Gipotezada energiya xavfsizligini nafagat igtisodiy
va madaniy alogalar, balki siyosiy va harbiy hamkorlik orgali
ham ta’minlash kerakligi ta’kidlangan. Tadqiqotda xitoylik
olim Von Tintin va Richard Weitz tomonidan taklif etilgan
uchta model Xitoyning energiya xavfsizligini ta’minlash
strategiyasi, bu modellardan Qozog‘iston misolida ko‘rib
chigiladi. Sifatli tadgiqot usullari va adabiyotlarni ko'rib
chigishdan foydalangan holda, ushbu tahlil 1991 yildan 2021

yilgacha bo'lgan vogealarni gamrab oladi.
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Key  words: Energy Abstract: This study examines China's implementation
Security, Energy Diplomacy, Of energy diplomacy to ensure smooth access to raw
Kazakhstan. China.. materials while maintaining its market dominance and

production capacity within the context of the Belt and Road
Initiative. Energy security emerges as a critical factor for
maintaining China’s global influence, with Kazakhstan's
energy resources and strategic location drawing significant
Chinese attention. The paper analyzes China’s energy
security strategies, particularly in the context of its relations
with  Kazakhstan, from logistical, national security,
geopolitical, physical security, market, and sustainability
perspectives. The hypothesis posits that energy security must
be supported not only through economic and cultural
relations but also through political and military engagements.
The study explores three models proposed by Chinese
scholar Fon Tintin and references Richard Weitz’s strategies
for China’s energy security, applying these models to the
Kazakhstan case study. Utilizing qualitative research
methods and a literature review, this analysis covers
developments from 1991 to 2021.

POJIb SHEPTETUYECKOM BE3OITACHOCTHA B OTHOIIEHUSIX MEXITY
KA3AXCTAHOM U KHTAMCKOH HAPOJJHOM PECITYBJIMKOM

T'tonzop Hlaxun
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Typeykuti HayuOHANbLHBIU YHUGEPCUMEM 000POHDL,

HUncmumym cmpamezuueckux uccie0o8anuil u acnupanmypuvl umeru Amamiopka

O CTATBE
KiaroueBnble cioBa: AHHOTAIUS: B JTaHHOM HUCCIEI0BaHUN
DHepreTudeckas 0€30MacHOCTh, paccMaTpuBaeTcsl peanu3anus Kutaem sSHepreTudeckoi
SHGPFeTquCKaH JUITIIOMAaTHA, AUTIJIOMAaTHUU JJISA o6ecnequI/Is[ 6eCHpeH${TCTBCHHOFO
Kazaxcran, Kuraii. JIOCTyTa K CBIPbIO pu COXpAaHEHUHU CBOETO
JOMUHHUPYIOIIETO IIOJIOKEHUS Ha pBIHKE A

MPOU3BOJICTBEHHOI'O MOTEHIIMAJIa B KOHTEKCTE WHHUIIMATUBBI
«ITosic u [1yTe». DHEepreTnyeckas 6€30MacCHOCTh CTAHOBUTCS
OJTHUM W3 BOXHEUITUX (PAKTOPOB COXPAHEHHUS TI00AIBHOTO
Bnusinuss  Kurtasg, a  osHepreTuueckue  pecypcsl U
cTpareruyeckoe pacrnosnoxenue KazaxcraHa mnpuBiekaroT
3HAYUTENbHOE BHUMaHUE K cebe. B craThe aHanusupyrorcs
CTpaTeruH HepreTudeckoil 6esomnacHoctu Kuras, ocobeHHO
B KOHTEKCTE ero oTHomeHui c¢ KazaxcraHoM, C TOYKH
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3peHusl  JIOTUCTUKW,  HAIMOHAJIBHOH  Oe30ImacHOCTH,
TCONOJIUTUKY, (U3NYECKOH Oe30macHOCTH, pBIHKA U
ycrodunBoctd. B rumorese  yTBepkmaercs,  4TO

sHepreTuyeckas 06e30MacHOCTh JTOJDKHA MOICPKUBATHCS HE
TOJIbKO 4Yepe3 3KOHOMHYECKHE U KYJIbTYpPHBIE OTHOIICHMS,
HO M 4Yepe3 IMOJIMTHYECCKHUE M BOCHHBIC B3aMMOJCUCTBUSA. B
HCCIICAOBAHUN paccMaTpuBarOTCs TpHU MOJICIIH,
NpeJIoKEeHHbIE KUTaWCKUM YyueHbIM ®on TuHTHHOM, U
cTparernn Puuapna Baifma mo oOecriedeHHI0 JHeEpre-
THYeCKOW Oe3omacHoctd Kwutas, ¢ NpPUMEHEHHEM ITHX
moaened Ha npuMmepe Kaszaxcrana. Hcmosb3yss MeTozsl
Ka4eCTBEHHOTO HCCIEOBAaHUA U 0030p JIUTEpaTyphl,
AHHBIA aHaJIn3 oxBaTkIBaeT coObITHA ¢ 1991 mo 2021 rox.

INTRODUCTION

Since its economic reforms in 1978, China has opened up to the international arena,
gradually asserting its influence through its production power. By 2013, with the launch of the
Belt and Road Initiative, China began to engage in partnerships with other international actors
across political, military, economic, and cultural spheres on a global scale. To realize this
ambitious project, China requires a seamless access to raw materials, ensuring the sustainability
of its market presence and production capacity. This necessity has driven China to pursue ‘energy
diplomacy' on the international stage. In this context, Kazakhstan, with its abundant energy
resources and strategic location, has emerged as a focal point of Chinese interest. Thus, the aim
of this study is to examine China-Kazakhstan relations within the framework of energy
diplomacy.

The study of energy security, defined as ensuring the availability of resources in the
desired quantity, at the right time, in the right place, and at an affordable cost, has seen
increasing prominence within the field of international relations. As access to and the utilization
of energy have become central factors driving recent debates, threats, and conflicts, states have
increasingly shifted their foreign policy focus toward energy security. Moreover, new concepts
such as "energy diplomacy" have emerged in the academic literature. Among the states most
closely associated with energy security is China, where rapid economic growth has led to a
substantial increase in energy demand, prompting distinct foreign policy responses. This study
focuses on China's approaches, implementation models, and strategies related to energy security.
These approaches will be examined through various lenses, including logistics, national security,
geopolitics, physical security, market dynamics, and sustainability, with a particular focus on
China-Kazakhstan relations. The analysis will consider the three models developed by Chinese
scholar Feng TinTin and reference the strategies proposed by Richard Weitz concerning China’s
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energy security, specifically applying these frameworks to the Kazakhstan case. By investigating
China's energy security strategies and behaviors, this study aims to contribute to a deeper
understanding of how major powers adjust their foreign policies in response to the growing
significance of energy security in the global arena.

Based on the information provided, the hypothesis of this study is formulated as follows:
China must resolve issues through diplomatic channels and deepen relations through military
agreements to ensure energy security. The significance of this study lies in demonstrating that
energy security between two states can be achieved not only through economic and cultural
relations but also through political and military cooperation. In this context, the study posits that
energy security cannot be successfully achieved without support from the political and military
sectors. The study's scope is confined to the analysis of political and military relations between
1991 and 2021, adhering strictly to the defined parameters. A qualitative research methodology
is employed, with literature review and content analysis serving as the primary data collection
techniques. Throughout this process, the study will reference agreements, reports, declarations,
activity reports from ministries and international organizations, books, and online sources.

1. Energy Security and Implementation Models

Energy security is fundamentally defined as the ability to ensure that the desired quantity
of resources is available at the right time, in the right place, and at an affordable cost. In the
context of energy security, the literature identifies six distinct approaches: logistics, national
security, geopolitics, physical security, market dynamics, and sustainability. The logistics
approach focuses on ensuring that the desired quantity of resources is available at the right time,
in the right place, and at an affordable cost. The national security approach emphasizes securing
the supply of energy by diversifying sources and ensuring cost-effective procurement. The
geopolitical approach highlights the importance of controlling or having influence over critical
geographic areas that facilitate the transfer of energy resources to desired locations. The physical
security approach involves protecting the necessary infrastructure and transportation channels
from environmental threats, accidents, sabotage, and piracy to ensure the safe and cost-effective
delivery of energy. The market approach focuses on aligning energy supply and demand
optimally, with an emphasis on price stability. Lastly, the sustainability approach underscores the
importance of developing, producing, transporting, and consuming energy resources in a manner

that does not degrade the conditions necessary for their continued availability.

! Mert Bilgin, ‘“Enerji’’, Saban Kardas ve Ali Balc1, Uluslararas: iliskilere Giris, Kiire Yayimnlar1, Istanbul, 2014, ss.
605-606.
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Following the energy crisis of the mid-1970s, several countries developed external energy
policies and energy diplomacy, which are functional aspects of foreign policy and diplomacy
aimed at ensuring national energy security. In today's global context, Chinese scholar Fan Tintin
characterizes contemporary energy policy models through three primary frameworks.? The first
model, predominant in the United States, Japan, and some other countries, involves state
regulation combined with a competitive market approach. In this model, the leading role is
assigned to private companies, with limited state ownership and minimal direct public
administration. The second model is built on the integration of a competitive joint energy market
and the development of a unified public policy across a group of countries. This model is most
clearly represented in the energy policies of the European Union and Scandinavian countries
(Norway, Sweden, Denmark, and Finland) and essentially signifies a reduction in the role of
nation-states. China’s energy policy, as described by Tintin, aligns with the third model, which is
characterized by a national monopoly. This model is marked by the state's desire for a directive
approach to energy management, aiming for control over essential resources (indicated by a high
proportion of state ownership in energy industries). Additionally, energy policy within this
model is primarily viewed as a tool for the broader development of the national economy.

2. China's Strategies in the Framework of Energy Security

China has achieved rapid economic growth and emerged as a key player in the global
market. However, concerns have arisen due to the imbalance between energy production and
consumption, prompting the implementation of specific foreign policy measures. The energy
strategy published on the State Council's website underscores that securing energy resources and
ensuring energy security are directly linked to the country's modernization process.® Given
factors such as inadequate energy resources, the imbalance between energy supply and
consumption, low energy efficiency, and environmental crises, China is developing strategies to
address or minimize threats to energy access.

Before discussing China's strategies for energy security, it is helpful to examine three
graphs related to China's energy needs for a clearer understanding of the issue. Due to the
extensive authority of the Chinese government in formulating and implementing state policies,

significant economic reforms were enacted in 1978, which increased China’s influence on the

2 fgor Tomberg, “21. Yiizyilda CHC Enerji Politikasinin Olugmasi: I¢ Kaynaklar ve Ekonomik Perspektifler”
(‘Formirovaniye Energetigeskoy Politiki KNR v Nacale XXI Veka: Vnutrenniye Resursi i Mirohozaystvenniye
Perspektivi’), Ekonomi Bilim Dali Doktora Tezi, Rus Bilim Akademisi Dogu Bilimler Enstitiisii, Moskova 2017, ss
43-46.

3 Energy strategy plan (2014-2020). Website of the Central government of the People's Republic of China,

http:/Aww.gov.cn/zhengce/content/2014-11/19/content_9222.htm (Access: 22 August 2024).
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international stage and established it as a global production hub. # In 1978, China's annual GDP
was $149.541 billion, which rose to $18.100 trillion by 2022.° As a natural consequence of this
growth in production and the economy, China's need for energy has increased annually, as
shown in Graph 1, leading China to pursue various strategies for energy access. Additionally,
according to 2022 data, China was the largest energy consumer globally in 2021. Graph 3
illustrates the commodity breakdown: 55% coal, 19% oil, 9% natural gas, and 17% other
sources. The four graphs mentioned include: the first graph showing the energy sources used by
China in 2021 to clarify its energy needs; the second graph illustrating the imbalance between
production and consumption using oil and liquid resources as examples; and the third graph

assessing energy needs internationally on a country-by-country basis.®

Figure 1. Total primary energy consumption in China by fuel
type, 2021

petroleum

ﬁ Data source: BP Statistical Review of World Energy 2022
€1a’ Note: Total may not equal 100% because of independent rounding.
Includes only commercial fuel sources and does not account for

Chaph 1: Types of raw materials from which China obtains energy

4 — Communist Party, Government and Army | have a say in the country's governance

S‘China GDP - Gross Domestic Product 2023°, CountryEconomy, 2023,
https://countryeconomy.com/gdp/china?year=2023 (Access: 22 August 2024).

® ‘Primary Energy Consumption by Country 2023°, Statista, 2023,
https://www.statista.com/statistics/263455/primary-energy-consumption-of-selected-countries/ (Access: 22 August

2024).
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Figure 2. China's petroleum and other liquids production and consumption, 2000-2021
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C];D Data source: U.S. Energy Information Administration, Short-Term Energy Outlook, July 2022

Chaph 2: China's production and consumption of oil and other liquids between 2000 and
2021

Primary energy consumption worldwide in 2021, by country
(in exajoules)

China 157.65

United States

India

Russia

Japan

Chaph 3: Top five countries in energy consumption in 2021

In light of the above data, China pursues three interconnected strategies in the context of
energy security. First, it aims to maximize production and attract foreign direct investment by
revitalizing the domestic energy sector. Second, it seeks to diversify its energy resources to

reduce reliance on fossil fuels and control pollution. Third, it focuses on diversifying foreign
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energy sources to limit dependence on any single country or region. To support these strategies,
China deploys its diplomats globally under the framework of "energy diplomacy."’

In this context, the first strategy involves China dominating the global market
economically by increasing production activities to ensure sustainability, attracting foreign
investors, and controlling international actors within its own sphere, while also aiming to provide
employment opportunities. The second strategy addresses the imbalance resulting from China's
rapid economic development and growing energy needs by increasing the diversity of energy
sources to minimize potential shortages and threats. The third strategy focuses on implementing
an "energy diplomacy" that encompasses various economic, military, and political activities to
ensure that China does not remain dependent on any single country or region.

3. China-Kazakhstan Relations

Relations between Kazakhstan and China began in 1992, following the dissolution of the
Soviet Union and Kazakhstan's attainment of independence. In the early years of Kazakhstan's
independence, the relationship between the two countries remained relatively stable. However,
the relationship gained momentum with the rise of Xi Jinping and the emphasis placed on
Central Asia within the context of the Belt and Road Initiative. This study will examine the
period from the inception of relations in 1991 to 2021. The analysis will be divided into two
sections: political relations and military relations.

3.1. Political Relations

Following the dissolution of the Soviet Union, China recognized Kazakhstan, which
declared its independence on December 16, 1991, on December 27, 1991. & The official
beginning of Kazakhstan-China relations is marked by January 3, 1992. During this initial
contact, issues such as sovereignty, territorial integrity, mutual non-aggression, and non-
interference in internal affairs were addressed. ° Moreover, in this first contact, Kazakhstan
declared that Taiwan is part of Chinese territory, while China emphasized its support for
Kazakhstan's efforts to maintain national independence and strengthen its economy. *°

After mutual recognition, priority issues between the two countries were addressed,

including agreements from the Soviet era and border issues. Kazakhstan and China share a

7 Richard Weitz, ‘China’s Energy Security Strategy’, World Politics Review (blog), 2010,
https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/chinas-energy-security-strategy/ (21 August 2024).

8 CnpaBka““: BaxHble cOObITHS B HCTOpUH OTHOMIeHHH Mexny Kuraem m Kasaxcranom”, IoconsctBo Kuraiickoit
Hapomnoit  Pecmy6mmkm B Pecmybmmke — Kaszaxcran, Access 20  August 2024, http://kz.china-
embassy.gov.cn/rus/zhgx/201106/t20110623_1045183.htm.

% “Cnpagka: Baxxuble COOBITHS B MCTOPUM OTHOLIEHUH Mexty Kutaem u Kazaxcranom™.

10 “CoBMecTHOE KOMMIOHHKE 06 YCTaHOBJIEHMH JMIIOMATHYECKUX OTHOIIEHMH Mexty Pecny6nukoii Kazaxcran u

Kuraiickoit Hapoxmnoit PecmyGmukoit”, i¢inde Wudopmanmonnas cucrema I[TAPATPA® (Anma-Ata, 1992),

https://online.zakon.kz/Document/?doc_id=1028951.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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border of 1,783 kilometers and more than 20 transboundary rivers. ** Therefore, border issues
were among the primary concerns. Since 1992, negotiations were conducted with initiatives from
both sides, leading to the signing of the "Agreement on the State Border between the Republic of
Kazakhstan and the People's Republic of China" on April 26, 1994. 12 Despite some remaining
issues, the decision was made to establish a "Joint Border Commission.” This was followed by
additional agreements in 1996 and 1998, culminating in the "Joint Notification" of 1999. 1°
By 2002, border issues were resolved.®

Regarding transboundary rivers, the 1li and Irtysh rivers are significant. The Ili River has a
total length of 1,439 kilometers and a drainage area of 140,000 square kilometers. It is the main
water source for Almaty in southeastern Kazakhstan and feeds 80% of Lake Balkhash.
According to the agreement, 815 kilometers of the Ili River's course remains within Kazakhstan.
The Irtysh River, with a total length of 4,280 kilometers and a drainage area of 1,643,000 square
kilometers, serves as the primary water source for the people in northern Kazakhstan. Of the
Irtysh River's length, 618 kilometers is in China, and 1,698 kilometers is in Kazakhstan.’

The first official document between Kazakhstan and China was signed during Kazakh
President Nursultan Nazarbayev’s inaugural official visit to Beijing from October 18-21, 1993.
The "Joint Statement on the Foundations of Friendly Relations between the Republic of
Kazakhstan and the People's Republic of China™ signed on October 18, 1993, established initial
guidelines for political and economic cooperation. It highlighted the commitment to peaceful
resolutions of disputes, mutual respect, non-interference in domestic affairs, and avoidance of
actions that could jeopardize the security of the other party. In this agreement, Kazakhstan

acknowledged Taiwan as an inseparable part of China, while China expressed its support for

1. S. Zonn vd., “Transboundary Rivers of Kazakhstan and China”, Bulletin of the Moscow University named S U
Vitte Series 1 Economics and management, 2018, 83-85, https://doi.org/10.21777/2587-554X-2018-4-82-90.

12«0 mopnucanun Cornamenus mexay IlpasutensctBom Pecny6muku Kaszaxcran u IpaButensctBom Kuraiickoit
Hapomnoit  PecryOnmkm 0  pekuMe — Ka3axCTAaHCKO-KHTAHCKOM — rocymapcTBeHHOM — rpanmusl’, 2006,
https://adilet.zan.kz/rus/docs/P060001209 .

13 “O nanpHeHnIEM NpooHKEHUK NEPeroBopoB ¢ Kurtalickoi Hapoauoit PeciyGiukoii Mo morpaHi4HbIM BOPOCaM
u 0 cocrase Aeneranuu Pecryomku Kasaxcran Ha stux meperoBopax - UIIC ‘Oniner’”, Access 19 January 2023,
https://adilet.zan.kz/rus/docs/P960000378 .

14«0 npoekre 3akona Pecnybmuku Kaszaxcran “O parudukanuu JlononHutensHoro COMVIAIEHHS MEKITY
Pecny6mmkoit Kazaxcran m Kuratickoit HapongHoit PecnyGimkoil 0 Ka3aXCTaHCKO-KHTAHCKON TroCyIapCTBEHHOM
rpanune”, 1998, https://adilet.zan.kz/rus/docs/P980001365 /info.

15«0 paruukanuu TonomaurensHoro Cornamenus mexay Pecrmy6nukoii Kaszaxcran u Kuraiickoit HaponHoit
PecmyOnmikolt 0 Ka3axCTaHCKO-KUTAWCKOW  rocyaapcTBeHHOW rpanmne - HWIIC  ‘Ominmer’”, 1999,
https://adilet.zan.kz/rus/docs/Z990000351_/info.

16 “TIporoxon mexmy IlpaButenncTBoM Pecry6nuku Kazaxcran u IlpaBurenscrom Kuraiickoit HapopHoit
PecryOnvkn 0 pemMapkanuy JIMHUM Ka3aXCTaHCKO-KMTaWCKOW TOCYIapCTBEHHOW rpaHmipbl’, MH(bopmanroHHas
cucrtema [TAPATPA®, 2002, https://online.zakon.kz/Document/ doc_id=36400258.

17 Zonn vd., “Transboundary Rivers of Kazakhstan and China”, 83-85.
I ——

https://orientalstudies.uz/index.php/os 196




Sharqshunoslik. BocroxoBenenue. Oriental Studies ISSN: 2181-8096

Kazakhstan’s efforts to establish the Conference on Interaction and Confidence-Building
Measures in Asia (CICA). *

During Kazakh President Nazarbayev’s official visit to Beijing from September 11-13,
1995, the "Joint Statement on Further Development and Deepening of Friendly Relations
between the Republic of Kazakhstan and the People's Republic of China" was signed. This
agreement established five principles for peaceful coexistence in political relations and
emphasized opposition to hegemony and power politics within the framework of sovereign
equality in international relations. Following this, China underscored the importance of
preserving Kazakhstan’s internal stability, sovereignty, and territorial integrity, while
Kazakhstan reiterated that Taiwan is an inseparable part of China. That same year, China, as a
permanent member of the UN Security Council and a nuclear club member, provided security
guarantees to Kazakhstan. °

From July 4-6, 1996, Chinese President Jiang Zemin made his first official visit to
Kazakhstan. During this visit, the "Joint Statement between the Republic of Kazakhstan and the
People's Republic of China™ was signed on July 5, 1996, in Almaty. This marked the first time a
Chinese President officially visited independent Kazakhstan and signed a joint statement,
significantly enhancing mutual trust and developing relations between the two sovereign states.
20

On November 23-27, 1999, during President Nazarbayev's official visit to Beijing, the
"Joint Statement on Strengthening Comprehensive Cooperation between the Republic of
Kazakhstan and the People’s Republic of China in the 21st Century™ was signed. This statement
outlined mutual agreement on measures to counter separatism, religious extremism, terrorism,
illegal arms trafficking, drug trafficking, illegal migration, and other unlawful activities. 2*

From July 27-30, 2000, Chinese President Jiang Zemin made an official visit to Almaty,
where discussions were held on responding to regional and global developments in the new
century. 22 Subsequently, from December 22-25, 2002, President Nazarbayev visited Beijing,
and on December 23, 2002, the "Treaty of Good-Neighborliness, Friendship, and Cooperation

18 “CoBmectHas Jlexnapamus 06 OCHOBax JPYKECTBEHHBIX B3aMMOOTHONIEHMH Mexly Pecrybmukoii Kazaxcran u
Kuraiickoit Hapoanoii Pecmy6mmkoit”, HNudopmanmonHast cucTeMa TTAPATPA®, 2013,
https://online.zakon.kz/Document/?doc_id=1025860.

19 «“Xponmka gesrensHoctn Ilepsoro Ipesunenta Pecry6mukn Kasaxcran - Enbacer”, OOUIIUAJIBHBIN CAWT
MEPBOI'O ITPE3UJIEHTA PECITYBJIMKU KA3AXCTAH — EJIFACBI HYPCYJITAHA HA3APBAEBA, 1994,
https://chronicle.elbasy.kz/ru/1994/?sdc.

20 “CripaBka: BaxHble cOOBITHS B MICTOPUM OTHOLIEHUH Mexty Kutaem u Kazaxcranom”.

21 “CosmecTHas Jlexnapanus mexy Pecniy6nukoii Kazaxcran u Kuraiickoit Haponnoit Pecry6mnukoit o
JalbHEHIIEM YKPEIIEHUH BCECTOPOHHETO COTPYTHUYECTBA B IBAALATh epBoM Beke (T. [Texun, 23 Hos0pst 1999
r.)”, Madopmanmonnas cucrema [IAPATPA®, 1999, https://online.zakon.kz/Document/?doc_id=1028916.

22 [[1atimeprenos, Kasaxcran-Kuraii: Tpu necsaruietus 106p0ococeICKOro U B3aHMOBBITOIHOTO COTPYAHHYECTBA, 73.
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between the Republic of Kazakhstan and the People's Republic of China™ was signed. This treaty
finalized the border arrangements between the two states, emphasizing that the Kazakhstan-
China border should become a boundary of trust, peace, security, and prosperity. 23

From June 2-4, 2003, Chinese President Hu Jintao made a state visit to Astana, where the
"Joint Statement between the Republic of Kazakhstan and the People's Republic of China" was
signed in Astana. In the same year, the establishment of the Consulate General of Kazakhstan in
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of China was decided. * On July 3-4, 2005,
during President Hu Jintao’s official visit to Astana, an agreement was reached on July 4, 2005,
to “‘Establish and develop a strategic partnership between Kazakhstan and China’’. This
agreement emphasized the promotion of cooperation in areas such as common security, political
stability, and economic collaboration, and highlighted the importance of strengthening friendship
between the peoples of the two countries. 2°

Between December 19 and 23, 2006, during President Nazarbayev's official visit to
Beijing, the "Cooperation Strategy between the Republic of Kazakhstan and the People's
Republic of China in the 21st Century” was signed in Beijing on December 20, 2006. The
agreement emphasized the continuation of high-level political dialogue between the parties and
highlighted the necessity of concrete steps to address current issues in a timely manner and to
enhance cooperation. 2 On August 18, 2007, during the official visit of President Hu Jintao of
the People's Republic of China to Astana, the "Joint Statement between the Republic of
Kazakhstan and the People's Republic of China" was signed. 2’ Subsequently, on June 12-14,
2011, during President Hu Jintao's official visit to Kazakhstan, the "Joint Statement on the
Development of Comprehensive Strategic Partnership between the Republic of Kazakhstan and
the People's Republic of China™ was signed. This agreement outlined continued contact on
regional and global issues, as well as cooperation to encourage comprehensive exchanges among
governments, legislative bodies, political parties, public organizations, businesses, and financial

institutions. 28

23 “CripaBka: BaxHble cOOBITHS B HICTOPHH OTHONIEHHMH Mex Ty Kuraem u Kasaxcranom”.

24 “Cosmecrtnas Jlexnapanus Pecny6nuku Kazaxcran u Kuraiickoit Haponnoii Pecry6muku”, Access 18 January
2023, http://ru.china-embassy.gov.cn/rus/jowzlm/zegx/sbgx/200306/ t20030605_3153554.htm.

25 “CoemectHas gekiapanus Kurtas u Kazaxcrana o6 yCTaHOBIEHHH M Pa3BUTHU CTPATErHYECKOTO MapTHEPCTBA”,
2005, https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/rus/wjdt/gh/200507/t20050704_858105.html.

% [1Iaiimeprenos, Kasaxcran-Kuraii: Tpu gecaTuneTns 100p0OCOCENCKOTO U B3aMMOBBITOJTHOTO

corpynandectBa. “Xy I[3uHbTa0 mpuObul B KazaxcraH ¢ rocyaapCTBEHHBIM BH3UTOM M JJISI YIaCTUS B CAMMHUTE
moc, MunucTepcTBO HHuocTpaHHBIX Hen Kuraiickoit Haponnou PecmyGnukwy, 2011,
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/rus/zl/ce_ceml_chn/hzxcxjjlt/201106/t20110613 _878190.html.

21 “CosmectHoe Kommronuke Kurtaiickoi Haporoii Pecriy6mvku u Pecriy6inku Kasaxcran (nmonusiii texcr)”, 2007,
http://ru.china-embassy.gov.cn/rus/jbwzlm/sgxw/200708/t20070818 3153095.htm.

28 Xy 1{3uubTao npuosLT B Kasaxcran ¢ rocyJapcTBEHHBIM BU3UTOM H Jis ydacTus B cammute [11OC”.
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On September 6-8, 2013, during President Xi Jinping's official visit to Astana, the "Joint
Statement on Further Deepening the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership between the Republic
of Kazakhstan and the People's Republic of China™ was signed. Additionally, on September 7,
2013, President Xi Jinping announced the initiative to jointly build the Silk Road Economic Belt.
In his speech in Astana in 2013, Xi Jinping also announced the Maritime Silk Road strategy,
highlighting China's geopolitical interest in Kazakhstan. 2° This speech had a significant impact
on the Kazakh side, prompting immediate preparations at Kazakh ports for the Belt and Road
Initiative.

Another factor influencing political relations between Kazakhstan and China is the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO). Founded with the purpose of enhancing peace,
security, and stability in the region, the SCO has facilitated significant steps in resolving border
disputes, addressing ethnic issues, and combating terrorism, separatism, extremism, and drug
problems. 3 The SCO has played a crucial role in addressing threats to regional stability posed
by terrorism, separatism, and extremist groups. 32 In this context, there is a close link between the
SCO and defense diplomacy. Within the SCO framework, both states are committed to
combating extremism, separatism, and terrorism. Security is a key component of their bilateral
relations. For instance, China is aware of the shared heritage between Uyghurs and Kazakhs in
East Turkistan and maintains close relations with Kazakhstan to prevent any potential support for
East Turkistan from Astana.®®

Another political issue is the perceived Chinese threat or Sinophobia in Kazakhstan. The
continuous leasing of Kazakh land by Chinese nationals and the ongoing migration of Chinese
people into Kazakhstan have provoked reactions from Kazakh intellectuals. Kazakhstan, despite
being one of the largest countries in the world by area, has a relatively small population
compared to its vast landmass. Conversely, China, as the most populous country, struggles with
space constraints. Consequently, Kazakh intellectuals approach China with caution. 3*

Nevertheless, it is important to note that while the issues of East Turkistan and Sinophobia
are prevalent among the Kazakh populace, the Kazakh government continues to strive to

strengthen its relations with China within a realpolitik framework. Bilateral relations, which

29 Andrew Chatzky ve James McBride, “China’s Massive Belt and Road Initiative”, Council on Foreign Relations, 2020,
https:/Avww.cfr.org/backgrounder/chinas-massive-belt-and-road-initiative.

% Firat Purtas ve Omer Faruk Kocatepe, “Tiirk Cumhuriyetleri Arasinda Bélgesel Isbirligi”, icinde 30. Yilinda Tiirk
Cumbhuriyetleri: Bolgesel Politika, ed. Firat Yaldiz (Ankara: Nobel Yayinevi, 2021), 15-34.

31 Aydin Aydm, “Orta Asya’daki Giivenlik Sorunlarinin Coziimiinde Sangay Isbirligi Orgiitii’niin Etkinligi”,
Turkish Studies 11, sy 1 (2016): 149-57.

32 Aydin, 158-59.

38 Ekrem ve Colpan Yildiz, “Tiirk Cumhuriyetleri-Cin Halk Cumhuriyeti iliskileri”, 90-91.

3 Ekrem ve Colpan Yildiz, “Tiirk Cumhuriyetleri-Cin Halk Cumhuriyeti iligkileri”.
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began at the level of strategic partnership in 2005, expanded and deepened over time, reaching a
comprehensive strategic partnership in June 2011. In August 2015, a joint statement was signed
to advance to a new stage of comprehensive strategic partnership, and in September 2019, the
relationship transitioned to an everlasting and comprehensive strategic partnership. During
President Tokayev's official visit to Beijing from September 10-13, 2019, the "Agreement on
Developing a Comprehensive and Everlasting Strategic Partnership between the Republic of
Kazakhstan and the People's Republic of China" was signed. * During the COVID-19 pandemic
in 2020, mutual aid and support were provided, and in 2021, participation in international
conferences was ensured. %

3.2. Military Relations

Kazakhstan, leveraging its geopolitical position, has been diligently managing its military
relations while simultaneously enhancing its political and economic ties with other nations. In
this context, Kazakhstan has engaged in multiple agreements with China under bilateral
frameworks as well as within the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) and the Collective
Security Treaty Organization (CSTQO). These agreements encompass military equipment and
technical assistance, defense collaborations, intelligence and information sharing, joint exercises,
military consulting, training, meetings, seminars, and visits, reflecting a robust application of
defense diplomacy. The initial step towards fostering friendly relations between Kazakhstan and
China was taken with Resolution No. 607 on July 17, 1992, aimed at reducing armed forces
along their shared border as per Cold War-era agreements. Subsequently, the scope of this
agreement was expanded, with concrete measures taken on April 26, 1996, April 24, 1997,
November 23, 2002, and June 21, 2004, significantly advancing mutual friendship and trust. 3’

Under the "Joint Statement on the Foundations of Friendly Relations between the Republic
of Kazakhstan and the People's Republic of China™ signed on October 18, 1993, both sides
agreed to establish contact between military units to enhance mutual trust and cooperation in the
military domain. Additionally, the agreement stipulated that neither party would join any

military alliances directed against the other. 8

% “TIpesunent Kaceim-XKomapt Tokae nposen Betpedy ¢ Ipeacenarenem KHP Cu I[3MHbIMHOM —
Odunmansaelii caiit [Ipesnnenta Pecrrybnmku Kazaxcran™.

36 “Kurait u Kazaxcran ony6mukosanu COBMECTHOE 3asiBIEHHE MO caydato 30-1eTHs yCTaHOBIEH!s AUNOTHOICHHI
MeX Iy IByMs cTpaHamu_Russian.news.cn”, Access 19 January 2023,
https://russian.news.cn/20220915/1db83039a8e1474abf90359¢6500112¢e/c.html.

37 “O neperosopax ¢ Kuraiickoii HapomHoil Pecry6iankoil Mo B3aMMHOMY COKPAIEHHIO BOOPYKEHHBIX CHJI U
YKPEIUICHUIO JOBEPHsS B BOCHHOW OOJIacTH B PailioHE Ka3axCKO-KMTAMCKOW TPaHMIBI U O MeperoBopax Mo
norpaHu4HbIM Bompocam - UIIC ‘O niner’”, 1992, https://adilet.zan.kz/rus/docs/P920000607_/info.

38 “CosmectHas Jlexnapanus 06 OCHOBax JPYKECTBEHHBIX B3aMMOOTHONIEHMI Mexy PecryGmukoii Kazaxcran u

Kuratickoii HaponHo#t Pecmy0mnmkoii”.
I
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On February 24, 1997, the "Military-Technical Cooperation Agreement” between
Kazakhstan and China was ratified. This agreement outlines economic, scientific, and technical
cooperation between the armed forces and defense industry organizations of both countries.
Areas of cooperation include military equipment for land, naval, and air forces, joint research
and development, exchange of military equipment specialists, and the repair and modernization
of special equipment and components. *°

On April 21, 2000, Decision No. N-620 confirmed China's provision of a grant of
3,000,000 Chinese Yuan to the Armed Forces of Kazakhstan. “° Furthermore, on June 17, 2002,
an agreement between the National Security Committee of Kazakhstan and the Ministry of
Public Security of China was established to maintain border stability and strengthen mutual trust
and good neighborliness, with a focus on mutual information exchange. ¥ On August 8, 2002,
Decision No. 885 led to the signing of an agreement between the National Security Committee
of Kazakhstan and the Ministry of Defense of China on border cooperation, committing both
parties to information exchange to maintain order in border regions. 4?

During President Nazarbayev’s visit to Beijing from December 22-25, 2002, the "Treaty
on Good Neighborliness, Friendship, and Cooperation between the Republic of Kazakhstan and
the People's Republic of China™ signed on December 23, 2002, established agreements on
mutual assistance in military training and education to strengthen friendly ties between defense
departments and military institutions. > The parties also agreed to a joint stance against
terrorism, extremism, and separatism in accordance with the Shanghai Convention on Combating
Terrorism, Separatism, and Extremism dated June 15, 2001. 4

In addition to bilateral military/security relations, Kazakhstan and China participate jointly
in various organizations. For example, the first phase of anti-terrorism exercises among SCO

member states was conducted under the name “Interaction 2003," involving China, Russia,

3«06 yreepxaenun Cormamenus wMexny IlpasurensctBom Pecry6muku Kasaxcran u IIpaBHTENbCTBOM
Kuraiickoit Haponnoit PecrryGnukn 0 BOEHHO-TEXHUYECKOM COTPYAHUYECTBE”, 1997,
https://adilet.zan.kz/rus/docs/P970000258_/info.

40«0 noanucannu Cornamenus mexy IlpasutensctBom PecryGnuku Kazaxcran u IlpasutensctBom Kuraiickoit
Haponnoi#t PecmyOnukm o mpemocraBieHHH Oe3Bo3Me3qHON momomu [IpaButensctBoM Kwuraiickorw Hapomnoit
Peciyoimkn BoopyxxenaeiM Cunam Pecnyonuku Kasaxcran Ha cymmy 3 000 000 kuraiickux roanei”, 2000,
https://adilet.zan.kz/rus/docs/P000000620_/info.

4“0 nognucanum CornameHus Mmexay KomuteTroMm HamumoHanpHOW OezomacHocTh Pecmy6nmku Kaszaxcran u
MununcrepctBoM o6oponsl Kwuraiickoir Hapoanoit PecmyOmmkm o morpanmdsoM cotpyanudgectse”, 2002,
https://adilet.zan.kz/rus/docs/P020000885_/info.

42«0 nognucanun CornameHus Mmexay KomuteTroM HammoHanmbHOW OezomacHocTh Pecmybnmku Kaszaxcran u
MunucrepcTBoM 000opoHb! Kuraiickoit HapoaHoli Pecniy6nvky 0 HOrpaHUYHOM COTPYAHUYECTBE .

4 “Haszap6aes, Hypcynran. DKcKmo3uBHOe HHTepBbIo Ilpesumenta Kasaxcrama H. A. HaszapGaesa rasere
"XsupmuHb %k1020”, 2004, http://kz.china-embassy.gov.cn/rus/zhgx/200409/t20040928 _1044320.htm.

4 A. B. 3meenckuii, “Illanxaiickas KOHBEHIMs O GOPHOE C TEPPOPU3MOM, CENAPATH3MOM M OKCTPEMU3MOM’,

Moscow Journal of International Law, sy 4 (2001): 3-10.
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Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan. ° In 2004, Kazakhstan participated as an observer in
the "Iron Fist-2004" exercise held in China. *® In March 2006, the "East-Terror Combat 2006"
exercise, involving China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan, was held
in Uzbekistan. 4 Later in August 2006, the "Tien-Shan-1" exercise took place in Kazakhstan, 8
conducted jointly by Kazakhstan and China. The "Peace Mission 2007" exercise, held in
Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region in August 2007, saw active participation from both China

4 In September 2010, the "Peace Mission 2010" exercise took place in

and Kazakhstan.
Kazakhstan with active participation from both countries. In May 2011, the "Tien Shan-2-2011"
anti-terrorism exercise was conducted in Kashgar, China, with participation from special services
and law enforcement agencies of SCO member states. From 2012 to 2021, China and
Kazakhstan continued to engage in regular joint exercises. *°

In addition to military relations within the SCO framework, bilateral relations have
deepened over time. On February 4, 2015, Decision No. 29 established an ‘‘Agreement on
technical assistance as a form of gratuitous aid to the Armed Forces of Kazakhstan’ further
developing military cooperation. >* On August 28, 2015, Decision No. 673 outlined the provision
of 30 million Chinese Yuan in ‘‘Technical assistance to equip the Armed Forces of
Kazakhstan . %

On November 22, 2018, Decision No. 783 formalized the "Agreement on Military-
Technical Cooperation,” which was approved by Decision No. 285 on May 15, 2019. This
agreement encompasses joint ventures for the development, production, repair, modernization,

and disposal of military products, as well as joint research and development, standardization of

4 «“Vuupepcurer Illanxaiickoii opranusanum cotpyauuecTsa”’, Access 17 January 2023, https://uni-sco.ru/.

46 “Kuraii: IpeacTaputenu 16 cTpaH cieuiy 3a BOCHHBIMU yueHusAMH JKenesusiii kynak-2004”, IlentpAsus, 25
September 2004, https://centrasia.org/newsA.php?st=1096114320.

47 Anton JIeiMapk, “COBMECTHBIE aHTHTEPPOPUCTHYECKHE yueHus B pamkax [IIOC mpoiinyT B aBrycre B Kurae”,
24 kg, 2006, https://24.kg/archive/ru/politic/243-2006/03/29/299.html/.

48 “AnTureppopuctuueckue yuenus ‘Taup-1llanb-1 (2006) Hauanucs B Kazaxcrane”, Bee o Kutae us nepebix pyk,
25 August 2006, http://russian.china.org.cn/russian/256113.htm.

49 “Boennble yuenus «MupHas muccust — 2007» B JHEBHUKAX KOppecnoHaeHToB”, KuTalickuii MH()OpMAIMOHHBINH
Wnrepuet-uientp, 27 July 2007, http://russian.china.org.cn/exclusive/txt/2007-07/27/content_8589957.htm.

% “B Tlekune cocrosuiach cejapmas Berpeua Cekperapeii CoseToB 6e3omacHOCTH TocynapcTs-uneHos IIOC”,
[Tanxaiickasi opraHu3aius cotpygauuectsa, 12 April 2012, http://rus.sectsco.org/news/20120412/2123.html.

51 “06 yreepknenun Cornanienus mexny IlpasutensctBom Pecriybmuku Kazaxcran u [IpaBuTenscTBom
Kwuraiickoii HapoaHoti Pecriy6mmkn 00 oka3aHUM TEXHHYECKOTO CONCHCTBHUS B KadecTBe 0€3BO3ME3THON TTOMOIIIH
Boopyxenusim Cunam Pecny6muku Kaszaxcran”, 2015, https://adilet.zan.kz/rus/docs/P1500000029/info.

52 «O moanucannn Cornamenus Mexny IIpaButenscTsoM Pecny6nukn Kazaxcran u IpasutenscTBom Kuraiickoit
Haponnoit PecmyOimkm 00 oOka3aHWHW Ha OE3BO3ME3IHOM OCHOBE TEXHHYECKOW IMOMOIIH (COACHCTBHS)
Boopyxennbm Cunam Pecryonmkn Kazaxcran™, 2015, https://adilet.zan.kz/rus/docs/P1500000029.
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military equipment, training and education of military-technical personnel, and joint tests of
weapons and military equipment. %3

Furthermore, the parties outlined cooperation in areas such as mutual visits of official
delegations, working meetings of experts, development of military-technical programs,
formation of agreements (contracts), presentations of weapon and military equipment samples,
participation in arms and military equipment exhibitions, and attendance at theoretical and
practical courses, seminars, conferences, and meetings on areas of mutual interest. >

CONCLUSION

China is advancing its energy security through bilateral and multilateral relationships with
international actors, guided by three primary strategies. The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is
particularly significant in addressing both economic and energy needs. This initiative aims to
reduce China's reliance on oil and LNG imports from the Gulf countries and Africa by expanding
cooperation with Central Asian suppliers. Furthermore, as the BRI covers regions from which
China sourced 62% of its energy in 2019, including the Middle East and Africa, it underscores
the close link between China's economic and energy interests. Another crucial aspect of China's
strategy is ensuring the security of key strategic points such as the Hormuz and Malacca Straits,
which are vital for energy access. Despite China's efforts to strengthen bilateral and multilateral
engagements with Russia and Central Asia, it continues to employ energy diplomacy, involving
military investments, aid, and strategies to increase dependency of target countries, to minimize
threats along trade routes and secure energy access.

China's external policy behavior is centered on ensuring cost-effective energy transfer,
timely and reliable delivery, diversification of resources for national security, influence over
geopolitically significant locations, and maintaining physical security, market stability, and
sustainability. As mentioned in the text, China's energy diplomacy is shaped by the state's
dominance over energy policies. For instance, in the case of Kazakhstan, China has successfully
ensured energy security through effective cost management and timely transfer. This success can
be attributed to minimizing political issues between the two states, diversifying diplomatic
engagement, and deepening military agreements. Although China's economic influence in the
international market is substantial, its dependence on energy, as indicated by the data, is evident.

Despite its high-level efforts to coordinate energy diplomacy, China's external policy may

530 nogmucannu Cornamenus mexny IIpaButenscTsoM Pecy6mukn Kasaxcran u IlpaBurensctBom Kuraiickoit
Haponnoii PecrryOmuku 0 BOGHHO-TEXHHYECKOM coTpyaHudecTse”, 2018,
https://adilet.zan.kz/rus/docs/P1800000783/info.

5 «“06 yreepxaennn Cormamenns Mexxay IlpasurensctBom PecrmyOmukm Kasaxcran u  IlpaBuTEnsCTBOM

Kwuraiickoii HapoaHoii Pecriy0auky 0 BOSHHO-TEXHHYECKOM COTPYIHHYECTBE .
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sometimes conflict with the interests of other states. In bilateral relations, especially with Turkic
Republics, it would be more prudent for states to adopt policies regarding energy resources that
do not compromise their sovereignty.
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